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Mr. JOHN PARNELL, 
of CANTERBURY, | 


Dear Sir, 


Y your particular requeſt the ſubſequent 
— diſcourſe is made public. As the me- 


mento of friendſhip for you and the decea- 


ſed; who being abſent from the body, is 
preſent with the Lord, I was unacquainted 


with your deſire of publication, till after I 


had preached it, otherwiſe my arrangement 
might have been more accurate, and my en- 


largement ſomewhat different. I would 


with now to deliver it to the public, as 


nearly verbatim as poſſible. My deſire is, 
that it may be ſerviceable to immortal 


minds, under calamitous and afflictive diſ- 


penſations. And that we all may be led, 


A 2 ie 


r 

more abundantly into that ſubmiſſion to the 
will of the moſt high, in all things, which 
is becoming us, as his creatures, ſubjects, 
diſciples, ſervants and children. That the 
Providence, which occaſioned this Sermon, 
may be ſanctified to you ; and all ſurviving 
relatives; that you may ſorrow not as one 
having no hope, but with pleaſing anticipa- 
tion, of meeting your late partner in the 
realms of bliſs, to join in high praiſes to the 
eternal God. That you may find ſupport 
and conſolation here; and that thoſe around 
you, deſtitute of maternal care, may all be 
taught and guided, with divine counſel, 
ſaved by grace, and at length triumphantly 
admitted into the realms of glory, the em- 
pire of unſullied purity and honor: is the 
prayer of yours in the bonds of friendſhip, 
and ready ſervant in the cauſe of Truth 


GEO, TOWNSEND, 


Ramſpate, | 
May 30, 1789. 


A SER- 


Acks xi, 14. 
The will of the Lord be done. 


ME book of Acts is a hiſtory, that nars 
rates the leading circumſtances of the 
Apoſtolic age the ſpread of truth and 
the triumphant potency of grace: as exemplified 
in the ſufferings, impriſonments, bonds, af- 
flict ions and death of primitive helievers. In 
none more | peculiarly, than the Apoltle Paul. 
How conſpicuous his devotedneſs to God, and 
to the diſpoſal of his providential will. 
The language of our text will lead to a diſ- 
cuſſion of this doctrine, or what is implied in 
ſubmiſſion to the Divine Will. Which is a pri- 
vilege to the believer, and an honour to God. 
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: Jn the cots; ration of the words juſt * 
and to elucidate the matter they contain; we 
are led to review the occaſion of them, their ex- 
plication, and for our improvement, their ap- 
plication. 

I. The occaſion. Certain Diſciples of Ceſarea, | 
with Paul's own companions, informed by the 
prediction of Agabus, reſpeCting the danger of 
the Apoſtle, by ſufferings and impriſonment; 


| beſought this indefatigable ſervant of God not 


to go up to Jeruſalem, But this was not a 


ſuitable conduct for the ſoldiers of Jeſus : who, 
as the captain of Salvation, commands them to 


_ endure hardneſs as good luer, To ſtand faſt 


and quit themſelves like men; valiant for the 
truth. Therefore, as the learned Gill, obſerves, 


It was an inſtance of their weakneſs though 
an expreſſion of affection and love. It is true, 
they were concerned for his OW and fur- 


1 ther uſefulneſs. 


But Paul, as an bein de of Chriſt and he- 
rald of truth, as a valiant champion for the 


Goſpel of Peace; is firmly reſolved in the 


ſtrength of grace, to go forward in his maſter's 
work, whatever might be the conſequence, He 


had declared in the preceding chapter, verſe 


205 that neither bonds or afllitions moved him. 
Fer 


. 
For he counted not his life dear to himſelf, ſo. 
that he might finiſh his courſe with joy, and de- 
clare the miniſtration of life, 'falvation and 
peace. That he might teſtify, the excellencies 
and glories of thar Goſpel, which is a revela- 
tion of Grace, to fallen man. He had been 
enabled by that Grace, to give himſelf to the 
Lord. Hence he was ſacred to God; reſigned 
to his will and determinate in his cauſe. Having. 


joined the ſtandard, or enſign, lifted up to the 


Gentiles, even Jeſus, who is God over all blef- 
ſed forever (Ifa. xi, 10) he could not retreat. 
For, like Peter, he knew that Chriſt alone, had 
the words and bleſſings of eternal life. He knew 
that the preaching the croſs, was to the Jews a 
ſtumbling block, and to the Gentiles fooliſh- 
neſs. That he muſt not only meet diſgrace, in 
the eyes of men, as being counted the off-ſcour- 
ing of all things, a fanatic, fool and all the long 
Kc. &c. &c, But with cruel mockings, ſcoffs, 
and taunts, he knew he muſt ſuffer impriſon- 
ment, or 10% of liberty, which is ſo juſtly va- 
| Juable in the eyes of all men. With other be- 

| Hevers, he was ſenſible, how he was called, to 
take the ſpoiling of his goods joyfully. Beſide | 
theſe, he was s perſuaded, martyrdom and death, 
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muſt be the conſequence in thoſe days, for ſteady 


adherence to the cauſe of God and Truth. 
Hear the noble replication he made to his 
beloved brethren, after having mentioned the 


grief they put him to, in being ſo very ſolicitous 


for his temporal welfare. I am ready, not only 


to be bound, but to die at Jeruſalem, for the 


name of the Lord Jeſus. It was for Jeſus he 


could undergo this!!! A name he once hated 


and blaſphemed. Behold with pleaſure and 
praiſe, what grace can do, for the moſt hardened 
enemy of truth. It can make a furious perſe- 


cutor, a zealous preacher. How exemplified in 


Paul. Well doth another apoſtle ſay, to you 


that believe, Chriſt is precious. This laborious 
ſervant of God, having taſted, that he was 


gracious: and living by faith in, and upon him; 
was ſacred to his ſervice, and intrepid for his 
glory. Thus will it be with all the Diſciples 
of Jeſus in their varied avocations, in proportion 
as he 1s precious, and faith is in exerciſe. The 


| ſtronger the ſenſe of Divine things, and the 


more the love of God is ſhed abroad in the 
heart, by the Holy Ghoſt, given to us (Rom. — 
5) we ſhall be aFive for God, in his precepts ; 
and ſubmiſive under his providential diſpenſa- 


Lions. His honor will then lay ne ar our heart. 


From 


„ 
From the Apoltle's magnanimity, or eleva- 
tion of ſoul: from his courage, fortitude and 
piety; we may infer, that neither the tears, af- 
fection and intreaties of friends on one hand, or 
bonds and impriſonment, upon the other; 
ſhould draw us from, impede or hinder in, the 
path of duty. We proceed ] | 
II. To the implication of the text. Where 
we are informed, that the Diſciples, ſatisfied 
with the perſuaſive reaſoning of the Apoſtle, 
and his noble firmneſs of mind; acquieſced in, or 
ſubmitted to the Divine will. Sayjng, the 22 
of the Lord be done. This conduct became 
tthein as Saints, and as followers of the Lamb. 
Tea, it ſhould have been manifeſted before: 
without putting the Apoſtle to painful ſenſation 
and grief. But God's people have ſometimes 
.conſulted, more their feelings and affections, than 
the will of the Lord and the glory of his name. 
The propoſition from the text, is clearly this, 
that it is the great duty and priviledge of the 


followers of Jeſus, or believers in him, to ac-. - 
= quieſce in the Divine will, in all diſpenſations 

however afflict ive, and bereavi In elucida- 

ting t this propoſition, we ſhall Wan what 1 is 


Imtant by ay will of the Lord—the m_ why 
| we 
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we ſhould acquieſce, and the manner how, with 
the advantage connected. 

Eirſt. We ſhall enquire, what is meant 5 hs. 
will of the Lord. By which we ſometimes un- 
derſtand, that revelation of grace, manifeſted in 
the ſacred volume at large, and in the Goſpel 


in particular. Which conveys tous intelligence 


of man's rebellion, the ſyſtem of infinite wil. 
dom and grace, in a ſuitable atonement and juſ- 
tifying righteouſneſs—how Jeſus is the ſurety, 
wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctification, redemp- 
tion, refuge and ſaviour of his people—how w- 
they are called from the darkneſs of fin and ſa- 
tan, to the marvellous light, * and e of 
the Goſpel. 

By the will of the "IEF is often meant his in- 


| | herent power of choice or rejection, Rom. ix, 
14-24. His purpoſe, is called his will, which is, 


his rule in all his work, Eph. i, 11. Thus his | 
pleaſure, in his eternal counſel, is unfolded in 


the goſpel of peace, Eph. i, 5-11. 2 Tim. i, 9, 


10. In this diſplay of his ſovereign will, ve 
behold the ſalvation, ſafety, preſervation and 
eternal happineſs of believers. Who then can 
gainſay, reſiſt, or nullify his will? For he hath 


ſaid, my counſel ſhall ſtand, and I will do all, | A 


my Pleaſure, Iſa. We, 10. His enemies blaſ. 
pheme 


1 

| pheme him, for his revelation of this will, and. 

cavil at his truths. The gates or counſels of 

hell with wicked men, try to overturn, his will 
and pleaſure, but they cannot. For he bring- 
eth the counſel of his infernal enemies, as well 

as the heathen to nought, and maketh their de- 

vices of none effect. They are all, as chaff be- 
fore the wind, and as ſtubble upon the fire! 
He is the Lord, who worketh, ſo as none ſhall | 
let or hinder. 

But his eternal will, as revealed i in his word, 
is not particularly meant in our text, only the . 
ſecret will of the Lord: as manifeſted in pro- 
vidential concerns, in the various circumſtances 
attendant upon our militant ſtate: or as it re- | 
lates to the things of time, proſperity, affliction 5 
and death. This will is made obvious by facts, . 
or as we ſay, events, which ſo combine and | 
tranſpire, as lead believers to view God's hand, 
in the occurrence or diſpenſation; and as the 
effect to ſay, the Will of the Lord be done. 
For inſtance, are we expoſed to perfecution as 
Paul and others, then with the Saints, in the 
text, we are called to equal ſubmiſſion, and in 
the fame language : or, Father not my will but 
thine be done. Knowing that God gives reſt to 
his ene and multiplies them with the 

| | bielingy 
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— bleſſings of peace, liberty and joy: "ond that he 
permits the enemy to deſtroy ; when the blood 


of his martyrs, or the ſufferings of his people, 
are needful for the teſtimony of truth. In and 
under afflictive diſpenſations, or when a variety 
of painful events attend us, though by wicked 
men, we muſt acknowledge God's hand in 
them. View the calamities of Job by the Sa- 


beans and Chaldeans—the deſtruction of his 


houſe, and the loſs of his children, yet he ſaw 
the hand of God in all. Ir is true, the enemies 


who made ſo free with the property of Job, 5 


acted with the boaſted freedom of their natural 
will, which like all men, is conſtantly to do 


evil. Only ſome manifeſt this freedom very 


different ways, ſome in the example given are 


for plunder, and this ſpirit is too prevalent, for 


there are plunderers in high life, as well as the 
inferior, in the lower claſſes of men. Others 
evince their freedom, in the choice of infidel _ 
ſyſtems, and the ways of ſin, uncleanneſs, co- | 
vetouſneſs, and folly. But all manifeſt their 
freedom, in a departure from, and hoſtilities 


_ againſt God. Are pious men as Job, plundered 


of their property? They muſt take their afflic- 
tion at the hand of God; ſaying, his will be 


done; for they k now. vengeance belongeth to 


the | 


18 
the Lord, who will paſs a juſt ſentence, upon 
all men, in the deciſive day. When Job had 
received intelligence from the meſſengers, : who 
trod almoſt upon the heels of each other; when 
the doleful tidings had been uttered, reſpecting 
the loſs of property, ſervants and children; did 
he murmur ? No, he ſaid, the Lord gave, and 
be hath taken away, bleſſed be the name of, the 
Lord. Thus he acquieſced : and did not, as 
many do, charge God fooliſhly, As heathen, 
ancient and modern philoſophers do, in attri- 
| buting folly to God, Becauſe their finite /hallozy 
minds, cannot comprehend the plan, or ſyſtem 
of Jehovah's goverament, * | | 
Are we by an aſſemblage of circumſtances re- 
duced to penury? We are then called to con- 
ſider, it is God who maketh rich and poor; who 
debaſeth as well as exalteth. Job ſuffered, and 
then proſpered. Acquieſcence is a duty then. 
Believers may ſay with Paul, amidſt their 
poverty ; having nothing and yet poſſeſſing all 
things: in him that can make happy in a priſon, 
affliction, and diſeaſe. Grace could make the 
Apoſtle ſay, I know how to abound, and how 
to ſuffer want, I have learned in whatſoever 
ſtate I am in, therewith to be content. God- 
 Jineſs with contentment is great gain, As a 
_— „ cele- 
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| celebrated puritan divine, obſerved, brown 
bread with the Goſpel, was, and is very good 
fare: yea, ſome have died happy in a priſon, 
by the latter, who wanted the former enjoy- 
ment, being ſtarved to death, by their cruel 
| perſecutors. Lazarus, was a happy rich man, 
as to grace, though in the body afflicted, and 
laid at the gate of a rich, but ſpiritually poor 
and miſerable man; as the iſſue proved. We 
cannot judge of the happineſs of men, by their 
faces, houſes, or purſes. Let God's poor and 

afflicted people remember, Chriſt had not where 
to lay his head; and had not a pittance to an- 
ſwer the demand of Cæſar. His Diſciples went 
forth without purſe, or ſcrip, yet they lacked 
no neceſſary good. Happineſs conſiſteth not in 
the abundance of riches ; but in a ſmall com- 
petency, for conveniences, or neceſſaries ; with 


grace, peace, health and content. As the poet 


ſays, man wants but little here below, nor 
wants that little long. | 
As believers individually are called to patient 
acquieſcence, in perſecution, affliction, loſs of 
ſubſtance, &c. So churches collectively, are 
bound to ſay, even in the loſs of valuable, highly 
uſeful, and laborious miniſters of the Goſpel, the 
will of the Lord be done. Even ſuch, ſays and 
bY excellent 


' 


1 re 1 


excellent ex a who have been their ſpiritual 
_ fathers, inſtructors and comforters. 
In the loſs of near and dear relatives; with 
thoſe of a valuable aſſociation of friends; even 
in theſe circumſtances, we are called to ac- 
quieſce, ſaying, the Will of the Lord be done. 
We have exemplified this, in the caſe of Job; 
we might add other examples. Take the Shu. 
namite for one, 2 Kings iv, 26, Who, when 
her only and beloved ſon lay dead, could ſay, 
all is well. Oh for this language, from the 
heart under the loſs of affectionate relatives, and 
valuable friends. When the human mind, is ſo 
prone to riſe in rebellion againſt God, and to ſay 
with the perverſe Jonah; I do well to be angry: 
when the powers of the mind are in ferment, and 
creation appears a blank. Oh! for grace to ſup- 
port our ſouls, in future ſcenes of this painful 
nature, May the language of the deceaſed in the 
words of the text, be exemplified in us then. 
Secondly, I would proceed to ſhew a few rea- 
ſons, why this ſpirit of acquieſcence becomes 
us, as believers in, and followers: of the Lord 
- —"— 
1. Becauſe he is a ſovereign, who is our God, 
* as ſuch, he has a right to do with us, as he 
ſees fit, . ee the great reaſon of ſub. 
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[ 16 ] 
miſſion is, becauſe it is the Will of the Lord. 


Hence in Pſalm xlvi, 10, he ſays, be ſtill and 
know that I am God. On this account, no 


murmur ſhould ariſe. His will is our oy and 
A 5 one it is. ; 


2. Becauſe the God of E cannot err, 


** does all things well, What he does, is the 


product of his infinite wiſdom. He never erred 
in his plan, or the executive part of his govern- 
ment. The judge of all the earth muſt do right. 
Je e lay ten thouſand murmurs to ſleep. , 
3. Becauſe the diſpenſations of God in af. 


flictive providences, and thoſe of a bereaving 
nature, towards his people, are not in wrath, 
but in love. In this love he corrects, but it is 


to refine,” and purge his church from earthly 
drofs. To make them like himſelf, and to meeten 


for that reſt, which remaineth for all his ſer- 


vants, Even that inheritance, which i 1s enjoyed 
by the ſaints in light. 
4. Becauſe all he does is l the good. of his 


children, by his providenees in general and 
death in particular. Therefore, all things are 


made to work for their good, Rom. viii, 28. 


The evil of temptation, perſecution and af. 


fliction, ſo death in a peculiar manner, as Paul 


ne, it among the bleſſings belonging to the 


Church 


8 


. 
Church of God. 1 Cor. iii, 22, All are yours, 
whether life or death. For precious in the ſigt 
of the Lord is the death of his ſaints. Let us 
pos: s kngles; : Z 

1. Death is for good to Aon 28 3 in 
the Lord, as the Wc are taken from the 

evil to come: 

1. In health they coal ſay, for me to ling is 
Chriſt, and for me to die is gain, Phil. i, 21. 
They an O Death where is thy ſting? O Grave 


| * where is thy victory? The ſting of death is ſin, 


and the ſtrength of fin is the law. But thanks 
be to God who giveth us the victory, ee 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 1 Cor. xv, 55. 

2. Death is to them the gate of life. For an 
abundant entrance is adminiſtered to them, in 


the kingdom of their Lord, Captain, Saviour 
and Friend. And when abſent from the body, 


they are preſent with the Lord, 2 Cor. v, 1-6. 
The righteous are ſaid to be taken from the 
evil to come. A truiſm, infidels may ſcoff at, 
but as founded in fact, enables the believer to 
rejoice and praiſe. 
3. In death, the believers prayers are an- 
| ſwered, While at home in the body, they 
groaned under fin, being burdened, and were 
AY rather to be abſent from it, and preſent 
7 W | a with 


With the Lord. Paul was in a ſtraight, having 
a deſire to be with the Lord, and yet ſaw it 


needful for the good of the church, to tarry on 
earth, Phil. i, 23. This deſire, though ardent, 
was ſubmiſſive. All prove, the death of a be- 
hever, is the anſwer of his prayer, Becauſe he 
would not live always. Knowing the preſence. 
of Jeſus is far better. Did I ſay the believers 


Prayers are anſwered? Yes, in the riddance of 


all evil—the body of fin and death—a corrupt 


deceitful heart of unbelief and carnality—the 
_ temptations of Satan—the ſnares and frowns of 

this world of vanity, profaneneſs, wretchedneſs 
and woe. They get rid of all anxiety, trouble 
and pain. Sorrow is turned into joy, prayer 


into praiſe, faith into fight, hope into fruition, 


darkneſs into light, and miſery into happineſs. 
4. Thus bleſſed are the dead who die in the 


Lord. They are gathered to the church tri- 
umphant ; have a total excluſion of all evil, and 
the full unbounded poſſeſſion, of all good. 


They are with, near, and like him, who on 
earth, was the delight of their heart, the theme 
of their tongue, and the boaſt of their ſong. 

Though they ſaw him not with the eye of ſenſe, 


yet believing they could rejoice, with joy un- 


ſpeakable, being full of glory, 1 Pet. i, 8. 


They 


{ 
( 


1 19 ] 
They experienced his love, drawing them iato 
his ſervice, which they proved to be perfect 
freedom. But after death, they ſtand in his 
preſence, where there is fulneſs of joy, and at 
his right hand rivers of pleaſures: for evermore. 
They are before his throne, and ſerve him day 
and night, in his celeſtial temple. He dwells 


among them. They ſhall hunger and thirſt ns 


more, neither ſhall the ſun light on them, nor 
any heat. The Lamb in the midſt of the 
throne (i. e. the Lord Jeſus) ſhall feed them, 


with diſplays of his power in nature, wiſdom in 


providence, and grace in the ſalvation of his 
people: thus will he unfold the myſtery of his 
providence, and œconomy of redemption. That 
will be made evident, which was dark to his 
church here, Rev. vii, 15-17. John xiii, 7. 
Thus ſaints ſhall be led to the full fountain of 
living waters. Their tears God will wipe from 
their eyes. There they ſhall behold his face, 

_ purity and joy, and from the Triune God 
be ſupplied with endleſs pleaſures. For there 
ſhall be no more curſe, or evil. The Lord 
vill be their light, and cauſe them to reign fore 
7 ever ind ever, Rev. xxii, EY 4 


Bz 2 | There 


[ 20 J. 
| There where the bleſſed Jeſas reigns 
In heaven's unmeaſur'd ſpace, 
{,  » They'll ſpend a long eternity 
In pleaſure and in praiſe. 


TH 
* 


Millions of years their wond'ring 1 2 

Shall oder his beauties rove, 
And endleſs ages they Il adore 
The glories of his on | | 

7 Watts, DIY 
8. As death i is 1 5 good, to the Diſciples of: 
Jeſus in their removal, (as ſtated) ſo God makes 
it very often, to ſurviving relatives and friends, 
conſidered as helievers, and as od _ the | 
ſpirit... 

1. In their loſs, we are again ade of our 
mortality z Its voice is, memento mori, We are 
again rouſed by the voice of God, ſaying, ariſe 
and depart, for this is not your ref, for it is 
polluted, Micah ii, 10. To confider that here 
we have no continuing city. That this is not 
our abiding place; as we are called, to ſeek a city 
to come: which hath foundations whoſe Maker 
and Builder is God, Heb. xi, 10. xiii, 14. 

. 2. Its deſign is to wean us (as pilgrims and 
ſtrangers) from the world in its undue attach- 
ments; as its riches, honors, vanities, ſinful and 
illegal cares, and all its n needleſs ſoli . 
citudes. N | 3. La | 
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3. Emphatic is its language, Be ye alſo ready, 


fort in ſuch an hour as ye think not the Son of 


Man cometh. In the moment you are leaſt 


aware of death arreſts. We may here note, 


that this readineſs is not in human merit or the 
conjunction of our obedience with Chriſt's. 
No It is only by his righteouſneſs or obedience 


imputed, his blood applied the ſpirit, imparted to 


ſanctify, and all by grace extended. Such be- 
lieve in, and follow Jeſus: and have their af. 


feections ſet upon things above. Theſe are made 


. 


1 


— 


meet, to be partakers, of the inheritance of the 
ſaints in light. This readineſs implies a conſtant 
waiting, in expectation of the Divine maſter. 
Looking for that bleſſed hope, even his appear- 
ing at death, to receive our ſpirit like that of 
Stephen, Acts vii, 5g. And in the reſurrec- 
tion morn, when he ſhall make the bodies of 


his ſaints like co his glorious body, by that 


working, by which he is able to ſubdue alt things 
to himſelf. And at judgment when he will ſay, 
Come ye bleſſed of my Father, inert e 
dom prepared for you. 
4. Thus the voice of death is Foe iſ or to 
rouſe the attention of ſurviving relatives and + 


friends; to things eternal and divine. To call 


back the wandering heart, to its true and proper 
| BY | ſource 


/ 


L a }. 
ſource of peace and j joy. Thus they are led to 
ktramine, if actually and habitually ready. Their 
gratitude is again excited, if upon enquiry they 
have reaſon to ſay the Lord hath cleanſed, juſtified 
and ſanfified them, 1 Cor. vi, 11. They are 
led to ſeek the Lord afreſh, if fear operates. Is 
not all for good then to ſurvivors, if the . 
ſation is lend ified of God ? | 

5. It is for good, as appertaining to thoſe 
who are related to the deceaſed by the tye of na- 
ture, or bonds of friendſhip. That they might 
| ſorrow, not as men without hope. 

Thirdly. Having ſhewn what is the will of the 
Lord, the reaſons why believers ſhould acquieſce 
in the ſame: I proceed briefly to point out the 
manner of this ſubmiſſion with its advantage. 

1. Obſerve this ſubmiſſion, ſhould not be 
with ſtoical apathy, as if deſtitute of feeling. 
No! the ſenſation of nature, may be keen, where 
there is Chriſtian reſignation at the ſame time— 

or that we ſhould be unconcerned, when God 
removes uſeful members of ſociety, particularly 
valuable lives from his Church—or to remain, 
ſtupidly unaffected, with providences that are 
calamitous—or that with indolence, we ſhould | 
_ deſpiſe, and reject the means of having things 
_ otherwiſe, as one obſerves. We muſt be dili- 
| | : | gent 


\ 


| { 23 1 
gent in the uſe of means; when events muſt be 
left to him who worketh all things, after the 
en of his own will. 

2. Our reſignation then ſhould be as heli 
wick the fortitude of faith and hope. With 
Chriſtian patience, meekneſs, magnanimity and 
firmneſs. Like as Eli, 1 Sam. ili, 18, It is the 
Lord, let him do what ſeemeth good in his ſight. 
This was a remarkable proof, of ſubmiſſive pa- 
tience and fortitude. As the good man had no 
hope in his ſons, who evidenced in their con- 


duct, they were the ſons of Belial. Says the 


great Redeemer, Father, not my will but thine 
be done. In another place, even ſo Father, 
for ſo it ſeemeth good in thy fight, As his Diſ- 
_ ciples, we are called to follow him. Let that 
mind be in you, which was alſo in Chriſt Jeſus, 
As the effect, under afflictive diſpenſations, and 
bereaving providences z ſay, the Will of * 
Lord be done. 

3. The advantage of Chriſtian ſubmiſſion, in 
the things mentioned, is invaluable and great. 
It prevents a murmuring diſcontented ſpirit— _ 
checks the ſorrow which  etherwiſe might be 
inordinate: and it is a leſſer mean of comfort; 
under a ſenſe, that God does all ee * 
nd well. 8. K 1 
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This — becomes the Diſci ples of 
Jefus: and was manifeſted by the deceaſed. 


Which leads to a brief conſideration of her ac- i, 
quaintance with the excellencies of the Goſpel : 


her ſickneſs and death. Not to paſs encomiums, 
but to improve the ſolemn providence for the 
benefit of ſurvivors. Her ſerious impreſſions, 


or purſuit of Divine things, was in early life. 


To uſe the language of the excellent and pious 


Mrs. Rowe, early did ſhe lift up her hand in 
_ . holy prayer, to the Father of Mercies, as ex- 


preſſive of the lifting up of the heart, for the be- 


| nefit of that ſalvatioh z which is the product of 
Divine grace. As a believer, ſhe was perſuaded 


of the realities and glories of the ſyſtem of 
truth, proclaimed by the ſacred volume of reve- 


lation. Thoſe doctrines of grace, in the reſto- 


ration of fallen guilty ſinners - which are counted. 
fooliſhneſs by the men of vanity, were her ſup- 


port, comfort and delight, On theſe truths ſhe 
lived by faith, and in theſe ſhe died fafely, and 
very ſubmiſſively to the Will of God, as her 


friend and portion. In her relative conne#ion, 
ſhe was a valuable wife, and an affectionate mo- 


ther. During her fickneſs, like Paul, ſhe had a 


delire to depart, and be with the Lord; ſaying, 
when will ay God releaſe me. * he importunity 
not 


1 26 

not of diſcontent, but of fervent deſire; to en- 
ter the re, which remaineth for the people of 
- God; on expreſſing herſelf as mentioned, her 
partner obſerved, he was glad to hear that lan- 
guage of aſſurance, in knowing the Lord to be 
her God, Her reply was, It is only by faith I 

can ſay ſo. Thus with the Apoſtle ſhe knew, 
ſalvation was by faith, that it might be by grace, 
Rom. iv, 16. Eph, ii, 8. She gave God all the 
glory of this bleſſing. This is the ſame with all 
genuine believers, For however others may 
ipnorantly, and proudly. talk of merit; the Chriſtian 
&nows, he muſt be ſaved by grace alone. At 

one time, during her affliction, when her aged 
parent, was adminiſtering to her neceſſities, ſhe | 
| expreſſed her weakneſs, which led the parent to 
ſay, ſhe hoped the Lord would ſtrengthen her; 


this was her language 1 in return, the Will os * | 


up ben a ieee by nad. PL 
| of revival, ſhe replied thus, / /ay, /ay the Will of 


the Lord be done. Thus in her, was exem- ' 


plified the doctrine of ſubmiſſion, as exhibited 
in the text and ſubject. And this is manifeſted 
in the conduct of Chriſtians at large, in pro- 
portion as faith and hope, are in exerciſe. 
| Tu n W nnn a pe- 
5 culiar 


"Y 26 ] 
culiar Ae was evinced i in n her experience 
and conduct. The laſt words which cloſed her 
pilgrimage and warfare on earth, were theſe; 
Lord Jeſus, Lord Jeſus. Here her ſtrength 
- failed, and ſhe entered a glorious eternity, and 
Found the Lord, the ſtrength of her heart, and 
her portion forever. It appears (to me) like 
Stephen, in his words, ſhe would have ſaid. 
Lord Jeſus receive my ſpirit, Hence I cannot 
but remark; that like him, and the deceaſed, 
many believers in their laſt moments and words, 
have committed their ſouls to Jeſus, as their 
Lord and their God lll However ignorantly the 
Diſciples of Arius and Socinus, may ſcoff at 
him. But he will judge them in the laſt day, 
and then vindicate his honor. May the rela- 
tives of the deceaſed, the ſpeaker, the hearers 


preſent, and all that appertain to us, with friends 
and foes, worſhip this object: and commit our 


p pirits to him in time (to be ſaved and ſanctified) 


and at death with pleaſure and triumph. How 
clearly doth, it appear, that believers in all ages, 
Have rejoiced in Chriſt, as their God in this life; 
and in death have. reſigned themſelves into his 

5 band: becauſe he hath redeemed them. 5 
III. Let us attend to the application of the 
4 ſubject for che W of this ſolemn pro- 
Vidence. SEEN "4 Þh To 


. 


„„ 
1. To the relatives. You are called to ſorrow, 
not as thoſe who have no hope, but as Diſciples oh 
of the Lord; in pleaſing views of joining in 


| praiſe with her, who is gone before you. 


In addreſſing my friend, who is the ſurviving 
partner of the deceaſed, I muſt ſay you have 


| loſt a valuable wife, and conſtant friend. But 
in her language and in that of the text, you are 


called to ſay, the Will of the Lord be done. 
May grace, which is all- ſuffieient, be manifeſted 
for this end, ſo that you may find ſuitable ſup- 
port and conſolation. May you, and your 


children enjoy much of that grace which was 
the great ſource of- Pon and joy, to Lan * 5 5 


ceaſed. * 
To the aged parent ha is . I 3 a 

wand) You have ſeen ſome of your offspring, 

enter the clime of glory before you, you have 


ſeen them die in the Lord. Rejoice that God 
hath been ſo kind. They are gone but a little 


before you. Lou have a good hope, through 


grace for yourſelf, all theſe conſiderations call 
for gratitude, and to mourn in ſubmiſſion to the 
will of a ſovereign God. May you and the 


partner of the deceaſed, ſay with the poet, Peace, 


all our angry paſſions then; let each rebellious 
| ligh, be ſilent at his fovevengy: will, and every 


murmur 
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murmur ©" To other relatives, I may ſay, 


follow the deceaſed as ſhe followed the Lord. 
2. To her friends, neighbours and acquaintance, 


It ſays, be ye alſo ready; for in the hour you 
are leaſt aware, death may viſit you. To all 


who hear of death, how ſolemn is the alarm. 
How loud its call! As Dr. Young ſays (ſpeak- 
ing of the death of friends and others) for us 


they ficken, and for us they die. Be wiſe to 
redeem time, as death is on the road. Death 


preſents an extenſive ſubject, for meditation. 
When we conſider its cauſe, effect, remedy and 
the extent of that antidote. We ſee how all die 
in Adam, as the effect of his fin. We ſee deſo- 
lation and ruin ſpread not over meerly a pro- 
vince, or kingdom, but a world. Becauſe of fin 


it is appointed for all men once to die, and after 


death the judgment. Chriſt's death has drawn 


the fting ; he is the antidote, as the wiſdom, righ- 
teouſneſs, redemption, ſanctification and Saviour 


of his Church. The extent is to all believers. 
Not to thoſe who live and die in impenitency. 


For the wrath of God abideth on ſuch, 4 
iii, 36. 


3. Will any ſay 1 it is time och: yet to Ai 


| von « theſe ſolemn — Ah thoughtleſs 


: | immortal ! 


_ 
I may add, this providence hath a voice to you. 


„ 


+ a 3 


- 


immortal! Conſider whoſe eyes are now cloſed 
in death; 4 parent only thirty-three, and her in- 
fant offspring, who, before the parent's demiſe, 
Juſt rafted the bitter cup of life and turned away 


its head and died. They now lie in the darkſome 
vault. How early ſnatched away. How ſoon 


may you follow. May you be taught to num- 


ber your days, ſo as to apply your hearts unto 
wiſdom. Soon the iron, or clay cold hand of 
death, will lay upon vou. Remember, there 
is no diſcharge in this war. The deeree is gone 
forth, duſt thou art, and unto duſt ſhalt thou 


return. This year, yea in a few days, or hours 5 
thou mayeſt die. Art thou ready? How im- 


portant the interrogation, Is thy ſoul interreſted 
in the life and death of Chriſt. Art thou 
clothed in his righteouſneſs, waſhed' in his 


| blood, ſanctified and taught by the Holy Ghoſt.” 
You muſt know experimentally, what Jefus ſaid 0 


to the ruler of the Jews: Ye muft be born again; 


otherwiſe ye cannot enter the kingdom of glory. 


4. How dreadful their ſtate who die infidels, 
and unregenerate, often ſuch know nor their 
ſtate till they lift up their eyes with Dives, being 


in torment. Such ſay, with the fool in the Go: 


pel, eat, drink and be merry. thou haſt goods 
a wp for many years. But God often ſays 
(the 


1 


(the counter of this) Thou fool, this night is 


thy ſoul required of thee, Luke xii, 20. Sinner, 
hypocrite, carnal profeſſor, and ſelf-righteous 
Phariſee, remember what is that ſtate which is 
the oppoſite of heaven. It is pointed out as a 
priſon and lake, or everlaſting fire, where the 


worm dieth not. Such who never ſought the 


Lord for pardon, righteouſneſs, grace, peace, 
and glory: may this providence be ſanctified to 
lead your ſouls to him, for thoſe divine and in- 
valuable benefits. May we all conſider it is no 
trifle to die, and to enter the eternal world. May 


our ſouls be always ready, for an hour ſo mo- 55 


mentous, and big with importance. Believer, re- 


Joice that the day of your death is better than 


that of your birth. Anticipate the joyful mo- 
ment, when abſent from the body, you ſhall 


be preſent with your Lord, Saviour and Friend. 


In fine, may we and ours, with friends and ene- 
mies, be ready to go into the marriage ſupper of 


the Lamb, and j join in the worſhip of the ce- 


leftial Temple, in the Church triumphant, 


where ſabbaths never end, and congregations _ 
never break up. To join in one perpetual ſong 


of praiſe, to him who loved us, and waſhed us 
from our fins in his own blood: to him as the 


; 5 wiſe God and our N be glory and 


majeſty, 


"90-3 


- majeſty, dominion and power, both now and 
forever. Amen and amen. | | 
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murmur die. To other relatives, I may ſay, 


follow the deceaſed as ſhe followed the Lord. 
2. To her friends, neighbours andacquaintance, 


I may add, this providence hath a voice to you. 


It ſays, be ye alſo ready; for in the hour you 
are leaſt aware, death may viſit you. To all 


who hear of death, how ſolemn is the alarm. 


How loud its call ! As Dr. Young ſays (ſpeak- 
ing of the death of friends and others) for us 
they ficken, and for us they die. Be wiſe to 
redeem time, as death is on the road. Death 


_ Preſents an extenſive ſubjeft, for meditation. 
When we conſider its cauſe, effect, remedy and 


the extent of that antidote. We ſee how all die 
in Adam, as the effect of his fin. We ſee deſo- 
lation and ruin ſpread not over meerly a pro- 
vince, or kingdom, but a world. Becauſe of fin 
it is appointed for all men once to die, and after 
death the judgment. Chriſt's death has drawn 
the ſting ; he is the antidote, as the wiſdom, righ- 
teouſneſs, redemption, ſanctification and Saviour 
of his Church. The extent is to all believers. 


Not to thoſe who live and die in impenitency. 


For the wrath of God abideth.« on ang John 
iii, 36. 
3. Will any ſay it 1s time "ER yee to thiok 


be cr theſe folemn ſubjects. Ah thoughtleſs 
„ immortal! ! 
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immortal ! Conſider whoſe eyes are now cloſed 

in death; a parent only thirty-three, and her in- 

fant offspring, who, before the parent's demiſe, . ' 
_ Juſt rafted the bitter cup of life and turned away 
its head and died. They now lie in the darkſome. 


vault. How early ſnatched away. Ho- ſoon 


may you follow. May you be taught to num- 


ber your days, ſo as to apply your hearts unto 


wiſdom. Soon the iron, or clay cold hand of 


death, will lay upon you. Remember, there 
is no diſcharge in this war, Thedecree is gone 
forth, duſt thou art, and unto duft ſhalt thou 


return. This year, yea in a few days, or hours 
thou mayeſt die. Art thou ready? How im- 


portant the interrogation. Is thy ſoul interreſted 
in the life and death of Chriſt. Art thou 
clothed in his righteouſneſs, waſhed in his 
blood, ſanctified and taught by the Holy Ghoſt. 


You muſt know experimentally, what Jeſus ſaid - 


to the ruler of the Jews: Ye muft be born again; 


otherwiſe ye cannot enter the kingdom of glory. 
4. How dreadful their ſtate who die infidels, 
and unregenerate, often ſuch know nor their 


ſtate till they lift up their eyes with Dives, being 
in torment, Such ſay, with the fool in the Gol: 


pel, eat, drink and be merry; thou haſt goods 
F laid op for many ra But God often ſays 


(the 
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(the counter of this) Thou fool, this night is 
thy ſoul required of thee, Luke xii, 20. Sinner, 
hypocrite, carnal profeſſor, and ſelf-righteous 
Puhariſee, remember what is that ſtate which is 


the oppoſite of heaven. It is pointed out as a 


priſon and lake, or everlaſting fire, where the 
worm dieth not. Such who never ſought the 


Lord for pardon, righteouſneſs, grace, peace, 


and glory: may this providence be ſanctified to 
lead your ſouls to him, for thoſe divine and i in- 
valuable benefits. May we all conſider it is no 
rifle to die, and to enter the eternal world. May 
our ſouls be always ready, for an hour ſo mo- 
mentous, and big with importance. Believer, re- 


Joice that the day of your death is better than 


that of your birth. Anticipate the joyful mo- 
ment, when abſent from the body, you ſhall 
be preſent with your Lord, Saviour and Friend. 
In fine, may ve and ours, with friends and ene- 
mies, be ready to go into the marriage ſupper of 


| the Lamb, and join in the worſhip of the ce- 


leſtial Temple, in the Church triumphant, 


where ſabbaths never end, and congregations _ 


never break up. To join in one perpetual ſong 
of praiſe, to him who loved us, and waſhed us 

from our fins in his own blood: to him as the 
; only wiſe God and our Saviour, be glory and 

. | | majeſty, 


} 6 


1 J 


| majeſty, dominion and power, both now and 
Z forever. Amen and Amen, | | 


books publiſhed 7 the ſame Author. 


A TESTIMONY for TRUTH, in a brief Vindication of 
the Divinity of Chriſt, and a Trinity in Unity, denied in 
the Rev. Mr. Frend's Addreſs to the Citizens of 1 
terbury. Price 6d. 
A WORD of CAUTION 1 ADVICE againſt the PR 


4 cinian Poiſon of William Frend. Price ad. 


The REPLICATION ; or a Familiar Addreſs to Me. 
William Frend, of Jeſus College, Cambridge, preſenting 
him with the Proofs required in his Public . 
Price 6d. 

The KING's RECOVERY 32 ke Mercy : or a call 

to Britain's Gratitude, in Two Diſcourſes delivered in 
Ramſgate, April the 23d, 1789. Price 186d * | 

The BRIEF REJOINDER, in a Letter to Mr. Wy 

Frend, of Jeſus Callege, Cambridge, Price d. 
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